IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS

In the dictionary, there is a special section reserved for idiomatic expressions. This sec-
tion is introduced by the symbol . An idiomatic expression is a phrase or a sentence that
is generally fixed and semantically opaque or metaphorical, as its meaning is different
from the usual meaning of the individual words in it. For this reason, it must be learnt as
a whole unit. Idiomatic expressions are not a separate part of the language which one can
choose either to use or omit; rather, they form an essential part of the vocabulary, and the
general tendencies of present-day English are towards more and more idiomatic usage.
Idiomatic expressions are especially used in informal situations, and they have a stronger
meaning than ordinary words. For example, fo kick the bucket has the same meaning of
to die, but it is more emphatic and commonly used in a very informal, colloquial situation.
Idiomatic expressions include collocations that break the conventional grammatical rules
of English (by and large), sayings (an eye for an eye), similes (as good as gold, like a
lamb to the slaughter) and proverbs (there’s no place like home). Proverbs are preceded
by the label PROV. If the proverb has an exact equivalent in the target language, the trans-
lation is given even though it might be very different in form (when in Rome do as the
Romans do paese che vai usanza che trovi). In all other cases, a literal translation or an
explanation preceded by the symbol = follows the proverb (chi va con lo zoppo impara a
zoppicare = bad company brings bad habit).

Idiomatic expressions are usually listed under the first main word(s) in a phrase (that is,
not under articles, prepositions, auxiliaries, etc.). In the dictionary, idiomatic expressions
usually appear under more than one of the main components in order to help users find
and identify them more easily. For example, the idiomatic expression alzare il gomito
appears both at alzare and at gomito, and spill the beans is both under 2.spill and 1.bean.

> sheep /[i:p/ n. (pl. ~) ovino m.; (ewe) pecora f.; black ~
FIG. pecora nera; lost~ FIG. pecorella smarrita ¢ to count ~
FIG. contare le pecore; to follow sb., sth. like ~ seguire qcn.,
gcs. come una pecora; to make ~’s eyes at sb. fare gli occhi
dolci a qcn.; may as well be hung for a~ as for a lamb = se
le conseguenze sono ugualmente negative, tanto vale com-
mettere la mancanza piu grave; to separate the ~ from the
goats = separare il grano dal loglio.

> crudo /'krudo/ agg. 1 (non cotto) [carne, verdure, pesce]
raw, uncooked; (poco cotto) [carne] medium-rare, underdone,
undercooked; (non lavorato) [seta] raw; [metallo] crude, raw;
mattone ~ unbaked brick, cob BE 2 (diretto) [descrizione, reali-
smo, rappresentazione] raw 3 (violento) [luce] violent, stark ¢
averne passate di cotte e di -e to have been through a lot; ne ha
passate di cotte e di -e a causa sua he went through fire and
water for her; la verita nuda e -a the naked o plain truth; la
realta nuda e -a the hard facts, the bald o stark reality.

In the Italian-English section of the dictionary the symbol 4 indicates Italian fixed
expressions or set noun phrases that contain the headword. They are listed at the bot-
tom of the entry in alphabetical order based on the second full component (adjective

or noun, without considering the prepositions between them).

» 1.messa /'messa/ f. 1 RELIG. mass, Mass; andare a ~ to
attend mass, to go to mass; ascoltare la ~ to hear Mass
FORM.; celebrare, dire la ~ to celebrate, say mass; servire (la)
~ to serve at mass 2 MUS. mass ¢4 ~ bassa — ~ piana; ~ can-
tata sung Mass; ~ di mezzanotte midnight mass; ~ nera black
mass; ~ piana Low Mass; ~ da requiem requiem mass; ~
serale — ~ vespertina; ~ solenne High Mass; ~ di trigesima
trental; ~ vespertina evening service.

> missile /'missile/ m. missile; lanciare un ~ to launch o
release o shoot a missile ® 4 ~ antiaereo anticraft missile; ~
anticarro armour-piercing missile; ~ antimissile antimissile

missile; ~ aria-acqua air-to-water missile; ~ aria-aria air-to air
missile; ~ aria-terra air-to-ground missile, air-to-surface mis-
sile; ~ balistico ballistic missile; ~ a corto raggio short-range
missile; ~ da crociera cruise missile; ~ intercontinentale
intercontinental missile; ~ a lunga gittata long-range missile;
~ a media gittata intermediate range missile, medium-range
missile; ~ teleguidato guided missile; ~ termoguidato heat-
seeking missile; ~ a testata multipla multi-warhead missile; ~
tattico tactical missile; ~ a testata nucleare nuclear missile; ~
terra-aria ground-to-air missile, surface-to-air missile; ~
terra-terra surface-to-surface missile.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Use Output Condition Identifier)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (FOGRA27)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ITA ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


